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September 29, 2008 
Hon. Scott Stringer 
Manhattan Borough President 
One Center Street — 19th Floor 
New York, NY 10007 
Dear BP Stringer: 
 
At our September 25, 2008 meeting the Greenwich Village Block Associations 
(GVBA) reconsidered our previous decision not to adopt the NYU Task Force 
Planning Principles that received consensus adoption in February/March/April 
by the various participating Task Force members and by NYU individually.  In 
our April 28 letter we raised a number of issues: the salient point of not ratifying 
the Planning Principles revolved around the first principle — the prioritization of 
“reuse before redevelopment.”   Considering that the redevelopment of the 
Provincetown Playhouse was NYU’s first proposal following the adoption of the 
Planning Principles, GVBA thought that ratification might be perceived as 
endorsing the project that, at the outset, contravened the Principles.  Hence, we 
made our decision not to ratify the principles. 
 
At two recent meetings of the Task Force Shaan Khan and representatives of 
NYU mentioned that GVBA acted in haste, because as of our April 28th decision, 
the revised project had not yet been presented to the Task Force or to CB2 — 
that took place in late May.  These revisions comprised retaining the structural 
walls and volume of the Playhouse including integrating “relevant historical 
features and pieces of the existing theater such as the seats.”  While these 
revisions did not, in GVBA’s opinion, change the scope from redevelopment to 
reuse in consonance with the Principles, we readdressed the ratification issue at 
our September meeting.  Indeed, nowhere in this process did NYU provide 
documented evidence that “gut renovation” of Provincetown was infeasible 
compared to total demolition. 
 
In readdressing this issue it was GVBA’s consensus that we should not hold the 
Planning Principles hostage, which we firmly support, in order to convey to NYU 
our strong opposition to its Provincetown redevelopment scheme.  Accordingly, 
we voted to approve the Planning Principles at this time. 
 
We are, however, particularly wary that this may be a harbinger of future 
proposals flowing out of the NYU Plans 2031 with its massive 6 million sq. ft. of 
which roughly half is slated for the “Core” area — the heart of Greenwich Village.  
If there is one overriding factor that causes anxiety, it is the fear that the Village 
is rapidly evolving into University City, notwithstanding NYU’s rhetoric that it 
“recognizes we are part of a wonderful neighborhood,” (see John Sexton’s 
communication of April 23, 2008 — An Important Milestone and The Road 
Ahead”).  This anxiety intensifies as we approach the unveiling of the Superblock 
proposals in the coming months; the zoning of which is open to wide 
interpretation. 
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Since the GVBA is composed of volunteers, its members frequently must consider whether 
or not a meeting, effort or movement is sincere or whether it is merely a public relations 
ploy with no genuine expectation of positive community benefits.  We trust that the NYU 
Task Force is genuine and will have a positive influence on the university’s future growth 
and its relationship with the community that has fostered it for so many years.  
 
 
Sincerely yours 
 
 
 
Marilyn Dorato 
Executive Director 
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